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Father Patrick Desbois, Catholic priest and Vatican consultant, is founder and president of 
Yahad-In Unum. Through this international organization, Desbois has interviewed over  

5,300 eyewitnesses of Jewish and Roma executions by Nazi mobile units at over 2,100 sites in 
Eastern Europe. In his 2008 National Jewish Book Award-winning The Holocaust by Bullets:  

A Priest’s Journey to Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder of 1.5 Million Jews, Desbois  
documents for the first time each execution site in the Ukraine. Featured in several  

New York Times articles and on 60 Minutes, Desbois’ devotion to Holocaust and  
genocide research is evident in his urgency to uncover the truth. 

University of Tulsa composer Joseph Rivers, J. Donald Feagin professor of music and film studies, 
also will perform his original musical elegy inspired by Yevgeny Yevtushenko’s poem “Babi Yar.”
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