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Buy NowTulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum reads to children following a news conference announcing a partnership between A
Gathering Place for Tulsa and the Tulsa City-County Library. The event took place during the kickoff for the
library’s summer reading program in the A.R. and MaryLouise Tandy Foundation Children’s Garden at Central Library in
2017. CORY YOUNG/Tulsa World

From “The Outsiders” to the Bible, city leaders are doing as much

reading as the kids, choosing topics for pure entertainment or in

pursuit of something more academic.

The Tulsa City-County Library’s summer reading program ends

on Aug. 4, and students are finishing up school summer reading

lists.

I always participate in the library’s adult program, which only

asks for four books. It’s worth the free Krispy Kreme doughnut

and treats from Marble Slab Creamery, Mazzio’s, Merritt’s Bakery

and admission to several museums and the Tulsa State Fair.

Library summer
reading program
For more information on the
Tulsa City-County Library's
summer reading program,
go to
tulsalibrary.org/summer

Program ends Aug. 4.
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Reading serious articles and research for my job means I tend to

go for light and fun fiction, but I try to incorporate a couple of

thought-provoking books as a balance.

This summer, I finished a three-book historical Western romance

by Rose Gordon (the Fort Gibson Officers series), “Killers of the

Flower Moon” by David Grann, “Middlesex” by Jeffrey

Eugenides and the Janet Evanovich “Wicked” series. This marks

the first summer without a vampire or werewolf as a main

character in my books.

I should get extra credit for reading along with my daughter’s

required school list, especially “The Phantom Tollbooth” by

Norton Juster. I still think it’s weird.

Of course Kimberly Johnson, as CEO of the Tulsa library system,

is always in the middle of a book. Right now that’s “An American

Marriage” by Tayari Jones.

“I am drawn to really good stories about realistic complex

characters navigating their way through real-life circumstances,”

Johnson said. “ ‘An American Marriage’ is beautifully written,

current and timely. It’s also a page-turner, which makes it a great

summer read. Readers will be thinking about Roy and Celestial

long after the story ends.”

Leaders from across Tulsa have their own summer literary

passions.

County Commissioner Karen Keith said there is nothing better

than reading in her backyard, preferring historical books. She

recently finished “Telex from Cuba” by Rachel Kushner and is

now working through “Wolf Hall” by Hilary Mantel, who will

receive the Peggy V. Helmerich Distinguished Author Award on

Dec. 7.
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“Wikipedia is my best friend,” Keith said. “I find myself going

back and forth trying to learn more about the characters as I

attempt to keep them straight. I should have paid much closer

attention to the cast of characters outlined at the beginning of the

book. Those pages are also easy to go back to, and I’m grateful

they are there.”

Tulsa City Councilors Phil Lakin and Connie Dodson finally read

“The Outsiders” by internationally renowned local author S.E.

Hinton.

Dodson said she is reading with her junior high-aged son, and

Lakin added another classic into his summer list.

“When I was in high school, students were able to select which

books they would like to read and review. I had always regretted

not choosing ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ or ‘The Outsiders,” Lakin

said. “Earlier this summer, I buried that regret by listening to both

books. Actress Sissy Spacek’s spunky, Texas drawl will forever be

how I hear character Scout’s life change.

“And, for a Tulsa boy like me, there’s simply no substitute for S.E.

Hinton’s actual words and story.”

Councilor Jeannie Cue says she’s reading the Bible and “Dress

Like a Million at Goodwill” by local writer Jean Kelly.

Between knocking on doors for her election campaign, Councilor

Karen Gilbert is picking up “Killers of the Flower Moon.”

Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum just finished “The Lion and the

Unicorn” by Richard Aldous, which I erroneously thought was

something his young daughter might have suggested.
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Instead, it is a noted biographical history of 19th century rival

British prime ministers William Gladstone and Benjamin Disraeli.

“I enjoyed it because they both come off as complex figures,”

Bynum said. “Gladstone is so admirable in his professional life,

but his private life is problematic. Disraeli is openly motivated by

fame in his professional life (not so admirable for a public

servant), but is a devoted husband and friend in his private life.

“The books read like a novel. I picked it because I’ve been

interested in both of them for a long time. It led me to move onto

much larger individual biographies of each.”

If I could be in a book club with Bynum, my brain would get

smarter. But, my tastes tend to align with that of City Councilor

Anna America.

The last two books America read were Linda Howard’s “The
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Editorial Writer Ginnie Graham
Born and raised in Oklahoma, Ginnie is an editorial writer for the Tulsa World Opinion section.
Phone: 918-581-8376

  

Follow Editorial Writer Ginnie Graham

Get the Morning Read newsletter in your
inbox each morning with the top stories.

Woman Left Behind” and Jayne Ann Krentz’s “Promise Not to

Tell.” She borrowed hardback copies from the Tulsa City-County

Library. She also reads several titles on a digital tablet, including

those from author Nora Roberts. Audio books play in her car with

“Liar, Liar” by Lisa Jackson as the current narrative.

“When I get a chance to read for pleasure, I read nothing good for

me,” she said. “I go for pure, fun escapism, which for me is

mostly stuff like romantic suspense, chick lit, what I’d call

‘women’s mystery.’”

I got over being self-conscious about the more feel-good, romance

or even silly books that may grace my nightstand.

Reading ought to be a fun, enlightening and enjoyable experience,

no matter where personal choices take someone.

Ginnie Graham

https://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/Ginnie%20Graham


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

Latest News

Sign up for email newsletters

Excited about the Gathering Place? Tell us how much in the #gathertulsa Photo Contest

The Yeti nightclub, music venue to close doors Tuesday

Nod for Disney's $73.1 billion acquisition of Fox entertainment

Ginnie Graham: Pro-choice and pro-life advocates can come together on this solution

View: Making extra money one pound at a time

Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading

Broken Arrow man found guilty of enticing 12-year-old into sexual relationship

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssKsXHShM12cdulp8eTPYSqYmtu9rlJG1LzQAZYQ4ib-bBlTCroyEey3w_Z58LJGNRd5ILtMPPAEccFwrLLnyeSbuzqvqx9Nj-tPnNXbIGNXiigEMqPYwo0fQxCyz5OJN2Xj_nFQ7TABD1VjJOdKdQB7dvJLxSif1I2v2z9JWRRctrxjWFeMk_L0e5NK9jgObz55FUvJZDzf0YqwLkztWWlfUbNmdou2SbjLDN9NNL5K7q50hvKoxBqPnljLoM1JS_qB84aCoTIxs062A&sai=AMfl-YQ40KMp3Mr83qYpRMpsLkpxiNHboGLk7nWMs3upbUxTnfB_a0XK_bKSUgJWsHk-09z6jaalNEvEcDGOnQW3s7-9g8Tsngc2nLTG8ux2yZnU-NuZLeFFfxzbYU4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAVmHj_81QG6&adurl=https://www.visitbentonville.com/things-to-do/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/thelatest/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/tulsaworldmagazine/feature/excited-about-the-gathering-place-tell-us-how-much-in/article_340a3aec-0be1-5659-b11c-e0cdb3d70ced.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/blogs/the-yeti-nightclub-music-venue-to-close-doors-tuesday/article_8e8e93f8-3ab5-589c-a9fd-c49b85aa4b1b.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/artsandentertainment/nod-for-disney-s-billion-acquisition-of-fox-entertainment/article_8a7e70a2-64e3-51ea-87ab-246280d1c787.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/ginnie-graham-pro-choice-and-pro-life-advocates-can-come/article_a6bfc543-2bdc-5f77-85aa-e15dbdb62557.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/photovideo/view/view-making-extra-money-one-pound-at-a-time/article_c4d9d584-cc7b-5cdd-9e8e-ca53e394d1ff.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/news/crimewatch/broken-arrow-man-found-guilty-of-enticing--year-old/article_9c34347b-e533-593f-91d0-66b0b4c0eafb.html


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

Promotions

 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/contests/


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

Sign up for email newsletters

https://www.tulsaworld.com/alexa/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

Today's ePaper

e-Edition

Make changes to your subscription

Log in to your account

View an ePaper demo

Subscribe for unlimited digital access

http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_f30c2153-95a9-5445-9606-26841498e343.html
https://myaccount.tulsaworld.com/Dashboard
https://www.tulsaworld.com/users/login/?referer_url=/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition_demo/page-a/page_3fce510c-ab15-5ed4-8aba-6789e1c61969.html
https://checkout.tulsaworld.com/TULSTD
https://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_f30c2153-95a9-5445-9606-26841498e343.html


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

Sections

News
Sports Extra
Scene
Work & Money
Special Reports
Communities
Opinion
Weekend
Photography
Obituaries
Tulsa World TV

Marketplace

Autos
Classifieds
Deals
Findit
Homes
Jobs
Browse job categories
Browse job subcategories

https://www.tulsaworld.com/news/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra
https://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/business/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/specialreports/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/communities
https://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/photo/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/obituaries/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/photovideo/videos/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/autos/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/marketplace/
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/homes/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/jobs/
http://jobs.tulsaworldjobs.com/Jobs?source=1&countryId=3&radius=30
http://jobs.tulsaworldjobs.com/BrowseJobs


Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com

https://www.tulsaworld.com/...st/ginnie-graham-city-leaders-get-into-summer-reading/article_7d7ea494-4d3f-5f27-8152-28bbe5af2b7d.html[7/27/2018 11:47:14 AM]

TulsaWorld.com, 315 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, OK ©2018 BH Media Group, Inc. | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | This website is intended
for U.S. residents only.

Legal Notices
Display Ads
Store
Advertise with us

Learn about us
Contact us
Report a correction
Advertise with us
Apply to be a carrier
View job openings
Subscription Services
Terms of Use
Contractor

Info

    

https://www.tulsaworld.com/site/terms.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/site/terms.html#privacy
https://www.tulsaworld.com/legal_notices/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
https://www.tulsaworld.com/store/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/advmediakit/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/aboutus
https://www.tulsaworld.com/tulsaworldstaff/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms/online_services/corrections/corrections__clarifications
https://www.tulsaworld.com/advmediakit/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms/subscription_services/carrierapplication/carrierapp/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/aboutus/careers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/subscriptions/maintenance/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/site/terms.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contractor/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/
https://facebook.com/tulsaworld
https://twitter.com/tulsaworld/
https://www.instagram.com/tulsaworld/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tulsa-world/id714835387?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.tulsaworld.android.phone.TulsaWorld

	tulsaworld.com
	Ginnie Graham: City leaders get into summer reading | Homepagelatest | tulsaworld.com


	E1Mi0yOGJiZTVhZjJiN2QuaHRtbAA=: 
	button1: 
	button1_(1): 

	E1Mi0yOGJiZTVhZjJiN2QuaHRtbAA=: 
	form0: 
	email: E-mail Address
	input3: 


	E1Mi0yOGJiZTVhZjJiN2QuaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	q: Search...
	button1: 




