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Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival

Taiko drumming, kendo demonstrations part of showcase of Asian community in Tulsa

By Stetson Payne Tulsa World  Jun 4, 2017   0
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Rhees Lane stood at the front of the crowd, two one-inch thick wooden drumsticks in his hands

waiting to cue the rest of the group. He draws back and strikes the taiko drum’s head, rolling into a

deafening roar that reverberates through the building as other musicians join in.

Lane leads Ohitsuji Taiko, a Japanese percussion group based out of Owasso’s Bailey Elementary

School, where Lane is a teacher. For its members, now fifth- and sixth-graders, the 15th Annual

Asian-American Festival at Martin Regional Library on Saturday was their last show together until

returning fifth-graders meet again in October.

Lane said the festival is an important chance for students and the community to learn.

“It’s really good for the kids because they get to have an audience that spans not only the community,

but Tulsa as a whole,” Lane said. “I think it’s a great opportunity to celebrate Asian culture and

immerse the kids in something they may not be familiar with.”

The group, which Lane said translates to “Ram Drummers,” performed several songs to start the

festival. Taiko drumming dates back more than 1,500 years, and Lane said he first picked up on it

while teaching in Arizona.

“They had Matsuri, which is similar to our Asian Festival, and they had a huge taiko group,” Lane

said. “I was able to go up on stage and play a taiko drum with them.

“There were so many drums on stage playing that I got tunnel vision, and I was hooked.”

None of the group’s drums are store bought. All of them are hand-made using Lane’s knowledge and
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a grant from the Owasso Education Foundation. Lane said not only are the drums cheaper to build,

but there’s also a value in taking the time to manufacture an instrument.

“Seeing it take shape, putting your heart and soul into it then hearing it come together,” Lane said.

“It’s a real joy and it’s very satisfying.”

Fourth- and fifth-graders audition in October for Ohitsuji Taiko and practice after school through the

rest of the year. Lane said everyone learns to read and speak music in the program.

Taiko drumming is also physically demanding with some choreography involved, but Lane said

there’s nothing more cathartic than pounding a taiko drum after a stressful day.

The festival also featured booths, belly dancing, a traditional Japanese tea ceremony and tai chi. Jason

Patteson, the festival’s chairman, said the event aims to feature parts of the world he said otherwise

might not get recognition.

“It’s just a way to highlight a culture that not what everyone in Tulsa thinks about being a part of

Tulsa,” Patteson said. “But it’s been a part of Tulsa for a very long time.”

After the thundering taiko drums faded, things only got more intense on the library’s main stage

with a performance from Tulsa Kendo Dojo.

Michael Lindsay and Shaw Furukawa locked eyes from behind their metal face masks. Each of them

held a hollow bamboo sword called a shinai, staying light on their feet and shouting to call their

strikes.

Lindsay said kendo is Japanese two-handed fencing, but its physicality is only half the challenge.
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“It comes from sword fighting,” Lindsay said. “But it’s a method of personal improvement and

character development.”

Lindsay and Shaw, who both founded the dojo in 2006, sparred a few feet in front of the crowd while

taking questions about kendo’s history.

The whole time, Lindsay and Shaw trade hits. Shaw said kendo involves as much trust and respect in

the process as it does strength and focus.

“There’s kind of a saying that reaching perfection might be impossible,” Shaw said. “The idea of us

reaching that level of understanding might not be physically possible, so it’s an ongoing struggle.

“I’ve been doing kendo since 2004, and I feel like I’m just beginning.”

After a demonstration with the dojo’s members, Lindsay, Shaw and other instructors allowed

children to take practice strikes with the shinai.

With every crack of bamboo rattling off a face mask or armor plate, it’s a chance to share kendo’s

values with new people. For Lindsay, it’s the reason the dojo comes out to perform at the festival.

“It’s wonderful. I can’t really express it in any other terms,” Lindsay said. “It’s like inviting everyone

to your block party. We get to do the things that make us happiest, and we get to share it with the

community.”

    

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu2_I5Xg_ewp8-U14l8kM90oNg6eNFug9ZkqHbQ3BtRXb-j1-1qk3SHCfDGaNKnUYZHtuajKTOvVQ9EwMlXOjuP1Ui0ZUHKrv7vrJ__d1nQ2GABvxVQ07TBoOxVvvPZbHcxjpIBNWu2Q9CI7qGLHG7gwvn3RwiW6G9QlFG6Mmdc-qTCIjZNxzifPHggheIFyeQakygZDMIDU1gt9v2n7JsBpLA7zUFmzhXf5aznEjK2UgDd&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFbO_eVeWsV-&adurl=http://tulsaopera2.tru-m.com/%3Futm_campaign%3DDisplay%26utm_source%3DDFP
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fdrummers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival%2Farticle_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fdrummers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival%2Farticle_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share&text=Drummers%20beat%20thundering%20rhythm%20at%20Asian-American%20Festival&via=tulsaworld
mailto:?subject=Tulsa World: Drummers%20beat%20thundering%20rhythm%20at%20Asian-American%20Festival&body=This Tulsa World story has been shared with you: Drummers%20beat%20thundering%20rhythm%20at%20Asian-American%20Festival http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fdrummers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival%2Farticle_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#


Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival | | tulsaworld.com

http://www.tulsaworld.com/...mers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival/article_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html[6/5/2017 10:10:17 AM]

Welcome to the discussion.
The Tulsa World requires that you use your real first and last name on your account, which will appear next to
your comments. If you see a questionable comment or a fake name, click the report button next to the
comment. Review the guidelines to post comments.

Post a comment Watch this discussion.

Sponsorships

  

Most Popular

1

2

3

4

Vehicle rolls, occupant ejected in alleged road rage incident on Highway 51

Tech company chooses Tulsa over Chicago for headquarters

6-year-old Tulsa girl spells both words right on stage but does not advance in national spelling bee

Meloyde Blancett: Five things I learned in my first year in the Legislature

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu2z1fWm1fp-P0mmvQpOJcqNA3trNckEsZJzqe_9KcYsrD4d2EalZVo3lUQVkje4_1uXpe4_gcsQl1Y9WtOZSUyGfEQmmlhdgTHsrYKUAAyNW2Qy8LGMwnnfoe8CQFwyRLOf2FAnw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ6sC_AK24Fn&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCx6oLGXQ1Wf2QKpDoBfz0orAC1pGs0kmezfPH_ASd5ezfwQEQASDN96Y9YMmO8ovIpIAVoAHRs8PPA8gBCeACAKgDAaoEpQJP0I9YCBBfdISOs_qR2SVGcM2uHVyW5VLuzUYhLRi_OB20ohGTNDZJkaQ14MirGauPELZf9j10OvqQcd6P4GypQkg687H4DKi0ldaE7iqJ99s8Bz8Dyj74_ponfrmevGTJ2jx1hkQ-y8FqTdbMNGjE-9UG4Jw5c3AuFB-qoPSMepc0JEiUWNTtDJKqu7aD1ocPab5j8OtFaZ9sHV7KjzA1lZVCozN2Ck0YSw2OFpG8LZzJtzZCkS5NzCcJrPGo5QwBKv649thwqMluTx8HBd3W2nlN9b9zst9dqxAHFJclLBzrz0Yjrd5sClZ_6gsgCe9RYQbtS7Zu3vsr2tYY_AlJFzgp0lZJBxkCV1Kt197CFdFYP3fLOk069dpE-QuHx62Vn_QqF-AEAaAGEYAHmpCeDqgHpr4b2AcA0ggFCIBhEAHYEwM%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAASEuRojTQVh9SHpnsSbQITbZcAgA%26sig%3DAOD64_2xVH3aG851K0QHU4EsYVPOjrk2tw%26client%3Dca-pub-6845740025078851%26adurl%3Dhttps://creative.adobe.com/plans%253Fsdid%253D695P7SN9%2526mv%253Ddisplay
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/contests/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/wagoner/news/vehicle-rolls-occupant-ejected-in-alleged-road-rage-incident-on/article_d1047d4f-5d11-5869-8057-632532494aee.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/employment/tech-company-chooses-tulsa-over-chicago-for-headquarters/article_028efbd6-425a-5db8-9a5f-e80f3d383e6b.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/education/year-old-tulsa-girl-spells-both-words-right-on-stage/article_c21cb399-9b06-5925-80fb-ddb120907dcf.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/opinionfeatured/meloyde-blancett-five-things-i-learned-in-my-first-year/article_de82623f-8fdb-526f-9b7e-03efc702211d.html


Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival | | tulsaworld.com

http://www.tulsaworld.com/...mers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival/article_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html[6/5/2017 10:10:17 AM]

Today's ePaper

5 Shaynna Sims sentenced to 16 years in mutilation of woman's corpse during funeral home viewing

e-Edition

Make changes to your subscription

Log in to your account

Video an ePaper demo

Subscribe for unlimited digital access

Sections


News

https://secure-nym.adnxs.com/click?AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACC43jbaO90n5Rn6TixkPC4edDVZAAAAAEWLZAAODwAADg8AAAIAAABeCucDqH0OAAAAAABVU0QAVVNEACwB-gD2VwAAAAAAAgMCAQAAAKoAWRFk6wAAAAA./cnd=%21vQkosQjz4eIHEN6UnB8YqPs5IAQoADoJTllNMjoyODg1/bn=61161/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Ftpc.googlesyndication.com%2Fsafeframe%2F1-0-8%2Fhtml%2Fcontainer.html/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-nym.adnxs.com%2Fclick%3FAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACBcj9I_AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADCF0JVgrn065Rn6TixkPC4edDVZAAAAAMlxrABMBQAA5QAAAAIAAACf7n4Cm-kRAAAAAAAAAAAAVVNEACwB-gCKogAAAAAAAgEAAQAAAIQA4xQQMgAAAAA.%2Fbn%3D0%2Freferrer%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Ftpc.googlesyndication.com%252Fsafeframe%252F1-0-8%252Fhtml%252Fcontainer.html%2Fclickenc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.dqworld.net%252F
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/courts/shaynna-sims-sentenced-to-years-in-mutilation-of-woman-s/article_4b997f71-776b-58d0-8546-57a176aeb981.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_271416e2-d4d9-5f01-8594-6e0aa1d313c7.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/my_subscription.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/login/?referer_url=/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition_demo/page-a/page_3fce510c-ab15-5ed4-8aba-6789e1c61969.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/subscription/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_271416e2-d4d9-5f01-8594-6e0aa1d313c7.html
https://support.unicef.org/campaign/donate-now?msource=yahoo/
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/


Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival | | tulsaworld.com

http://www.tulsaworld.com/...mers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival/article_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html[6/5/2017 10:10:17 AM]

Sports Extra
Scene
Work & Money
Special Reports
Communities
Opinion
Weekend
Photography
Obituaries
Tulsa World TV

Marketplace

Autos
Classifieds
Deals
Findit
Homes
Jobs
Browse job categories
Browse job subcategories
Legal Notices
Display Ads
Store
Advertise with us

Learn about us
Contact us
Report a correction
Advertise with us
Apply to be a carrier
View job openings
Subscription Services
Privacy Policy
Contractor

Info

http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialreports/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/photo/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/obituaries/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/photovideo/videos/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/autos/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/marketplace/
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homes/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/jobs/
http://jobs.tulsaworldjobs.com/Jobs?source=1&countryId=3&radius=30
http://jobs.tulsaworldjobs.com/BrowseJobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/legal_notices/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/store/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/advmediakit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/aboutus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/tulsaworldstaff/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms/online_services/corrections/corrections__clarifications
http://www.tulsaworld.com/advmediakit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms/subscription_services/carrierapplication/carrierapp/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/aboutus/careers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/my_subscription.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/privacy.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contractor


Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival | | tulsaworld.com

http://www.tulsaworld.com/...mers-beat-thundering-rhythm-at-asian-american-festival/article_29d32266-a1f4-5dd5-b61a-9dd42f08cc4c.html[6/5/2017 10:10:17 AM]

        

© Copyright 2017 TulsaWorld.com, 315 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, OK | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy
Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://facebook.com/tulsaworld
http://facebook.com/tulsaworld
http://twitter.com/tulsaworld/
http://twitter.com/tulsaworld/
https://www.instagram.com/tulsaworld/
https://www.instagram.com/tulsaworld/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tulsa-world/id714835387?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tulsa-world/id714835387?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.tulsaworld.android.phone.TulsaWorld
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.tulsaworld.android.phone.TulsaWorld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/terms.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/privacy.html
http://bloxcms.com/
http://townnews.com/

	tulsaworld.com
	Drummers beat thundering rhythm at Asian-American Festival | | tulsaworld.com


	I2MWEtOWRkNDJmMDhjYzRjLmh0bWwA: 
	button1: 

	I2MWEtOWRkNDJmMDhjYzRjLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	q: Search...
	button1: 




