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Bookmobile puts Tulsa City-County
Library on wheels

Posted: Thursday, April 13, 2017 6:00 pm

By Mike Averill Tulsa World | 0 comments

Saturdays always held the possibility of a
highly anticipated trip to the library for
Florence Beeman.

If her mother could finish her work early
enough, she’d take Beeman and her brother
to the local library in their hometown of
Minneapolis.

“That was a real treat,” Beeman said.

They would all get in the car and head out
for lunch — usually a burger — and then to
the library, where Beeman could find new
adventures in which to get lost.

“I like to escape into somebody else’s
world,” she said. “I also like learning about
other cultures.”

Her passion for literature has been a
constant throughout her life, as has her use
of libraries.

Now, as a resident at the University Village
retirement community, she can’t make it to
the library and instead relies on the library
coming to her.

Once a month the Tulsa City-County Library
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University Village resident Dorothy Heirich
leaves the Tulsa City-County Library's
bookmobile after picking up some
books. Stephen Pingry/Tulsa World
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System’s bookmobile makes a stop at
University Village.

“It means everything to have them come to us because we can no longer get down to the
library,” Beeman said. “There are a lot of avid readers here, and a lot of us devour books
day after day.”

The bookmobile holds up to 3,000 books, CDs and DVDs and features Wi-Fi, a wheelchair
lift and solar panels to cut down on energy costs.

It makes about 50 stops each month throughout the area, serving more than 1,000 people,
said Tracy Warren, manager of community outreach and community services for the library
system.

The book selection is constantly rotated and features options for everyone from newborns
to seniors.

“We try to have a little bit of everything you would find at one of our branch locations,”
Warren said. “Because we're coming to them on a set schedule, if we don’t have what
they're looking for we'll bring it next time.”

The library system has offered a bookmobile in some form since 1930 and was the first
library in the state to offer the service.

Thanks to a gift from Ruth Nelson, the library system was able to purchase a new
bookmobile last year, replacing one that had been in service for more than 20 years.

“For many of our customers, we are their library,” Warren said. “We're able to come into
their communities and bring the library to them, not just the materials, but knowledgeable
staff who are able to answer reference questions, make recommendations, help them with
homework — whatever it is they need.”

Mike Averill

918-581-8489

mike.averill@tulsaworld.com

Twitter: @Mike_Averill

Follow Staff Writer Mike Averill
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