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LIBRARY TO HONOR AWARD-WINNING
AUTHOR TIM TINGLE

Tim Tingle (Choctaw) will receive the Tulsa Library Trust’s “Festival of Words Writers
Award” March 4, 10:30 a.m., at Hardesty Regional Library’s Connor’s Cove, 8316 E. 93rd St. His
award presentation will be followed by a book signing and a day of educational American In-
dian family events from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

The award, presented every other year, consists of a $5,000 honorarium and an engraved
crystal.

Tingle is a storyteller and award-winning author of books for children, teens and
adults. He earned his master’s degree in English Literature at the University of Oklahoma with
a focus on American Indian studies. Since the early 1990s, Tingle has spent hundreds of hours
interviewing Choctaw tribal elders throughout the South in an effort to create a personal and
historical narrative.

In 2005, he was selected as the featured author for Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma, for his
book, Walking the Choctaw Road. This book features 12 stories with a mix of historical ac-
counts, traditional lore and tales from everyday life. Tingle collected stories through interviews
with Choctaw tribal elders. Told in chronological order, the stories range from the days when
most Choctaws were living in Mississippi to the Trail of Tears, including difficulties in modern
times.

“My dad and his brothers and sisters told story after story of our family surviving the Trail
of Tears,” recalled Tingle. “John Carnes, my great, great grandfather was 10 years old when
his town was burned to the ground and the journey began. It seemed every weekend we chil-
dren were treated to various versions of John’s story.”

His first children’s book, Crossing Bok Chitto, earned more than 20 state and national
awards, including Best Children’s Book from the American Library Association. It also was
named an Editor’s Choice by the New York Times Books Review.

Tingle was a featured author and speaker at the 2014 National Book Festival in Washing-
ton, D.C., based on the critical acclaim for How I Became a Ghost, which won the 2014 Ameri-
can Indian Library Association Youth Literature Award. How I Became a Ghost is the first in a planned trilogy told through the perspective of a young
Choctaw boy, Isaac. He recounts his tribe’s removal from the only land its people have ever known, and how their journey to Oklahoma led him to become a
ghost – one with the ability to help those he left behind. Isaac leads a remarkable group of Choctaw comrades: a tough-minded teenage girl, a shape-shift-
ing panther boy, a lovable 5-year-old ghost who only wants her mom and dad to be happy, and Isaac’s talking dog, Jumper.

The next book in the series, When a Ghost Talks, Listen, is scheduled to be released in 2017. Focusing on the most esteemed Choctaw leader of all
time, United States Army General and Choctaw Chief Pushmataha, the reader is transported to Washington, D.C., 1824, to explore the circumstances sur-
rounding Pushmataha’s mysterious death.

His latest novel, House of Purple Cedar, won the 2016 American Indian Youth Literature Award. Set in the 1890s in Spiro, Oklahoma, it describes chal-
lenges facing Choctaws and incoming white settlers.

Every Labor Day, Tingle performs a Choctaw story before the Chief’s State of the Nation Address, a gathering that attracts more than 90,000 tribal
members and friends. In June of 2011, Tingle spoke at the Library of Congress and presented his first performance at the Kennedy Center, delivering a
keynote address at the National Education Association’s Annual Assembly.

Family events during the Festival of Words events include:
Genealogy Research - 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. - Second Floor - Tulsa City County Library’s Genealogy Center houses one of the largest genealogy collec-

tions in Oklahoma. One of the highlights of the collection is their American Indian resources. Discover the many services and resources available to family
history researchers at the Center.

Native Culture Maker Spaces -11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. - First Floor - Participants will get to take the projects home that they make.
• Cherokee Pottery by Crystal Hanna
• Fingerweaving by Michel Laudermilk
• Cherokee Basket weaving by Choogie Kingfisher
• Sculptures with Lisan and Dana Tiger
• Pony bead key chains by Stella Foster
Children’s Crafts 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. -Children’s Area, First Floor – Families can enjoy a variety of different crafting areas to make a memento to take

home.
Zoo 2 U: Oklahoma Wild - 11:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. - Story Time Room - This family presentation from the Tulsa Zoo will bring a better understanding of

the natural world while encouraging a healthy appreciation of wildlife and conservation. Audience limited to 50 participants per session.
Preserving Our Tribal Languages Forum - 11:30 – 1:30 p.m. The Greater Tulsa Area Indian Affairs Commission and the American Indian Resource Cen-

ter will showcase the rich culture of native languages while focusing on native youth and children. All tribes are invited to participate.
Traditional American Indian Dance Exhibition Presented by All Nations Indian Youth 1:30 p.m. – First Floor - All Nations Indian Youth, coordinated by

Alice White Cloud, is a group of intertribal dancers who perform a variety of traditional American Indian dances representing their different tribes.
Food Concessions - “National Champion Indian Tacos” by Monie Horsechief of Horsechief Catering
For more information on library programming, call the AskUs Hotline, 918.549.7323, or visit www.tulsalibrary.org.
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Superhero Fun for the Entire Family, the Child Abuse Network   
SUNDAY APRIL 2, 2017 1-4PM

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Presenting Media Sponsor: Additional Sponsors:

Register Online: 
For Questions: // 

SUPERHERO CHALLENGE $20
Two Obstacle Courses. All Ages Welcome. Powered by Brainfuse

Featuring Live Tutors 
(2-11 p.m., daily CST) Get EXPERT one-to-one subject-



STORYTIME 
Bixby Library (20 E. Breckenridge, Bixby) 

Broken Arrow Library (300 W. Broadway, Broken Arrow) 

Broken Arrow Library/South (3600 S. Chestnut, Broken Arrow) 

Brookside Library (1207 E 45th Pl.)

Central Library (400 Civic Center, Tulsa) 

Charles Page Library (551 E. Fourth St., Sand Springs) 

Hardesty Regional Library (8316 E 93rd St., Tulsa) 

Helmerich Library

Herman and Kate Kaiser (5202 S. Hudson Ave., Suite B, Tulsa) 

Jenks Library (523 W. B St., Jenks)

Judy Z. Kishner (10150 N. Cincinnati Ave., Tulsa) 

Martin Regional Library (2601 S. Garnett Rd., Tulsa) 

Maxwell Park (1313 N. Canton, Tulsa) 

Pottery Barn Book Club Storytime (Utica Square) 

Pratt Library (3219 S. 113th W. Ave., Tulsa) 

Schusterman - Benson Library (3333 E. 32nd Place, Tulsa)

Tulsa Toy Depot (101st & Sheridan, Tulsa) 

Zarrow Regional Library (2224 W 51st St., Tulsa) 

18     |     SATURDAY

IMAGINATION DAYS AT AHHA

19     |     SUNDAY

FUNDAY SUNDAY AT GILCREASE {FREE}

20     |     MONDAY

SEE SPRING BREAK ACTIVITIES. 

SENSORY FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS AT THE 
TULSA CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

21     |     TUESDAY

22     |     WEDNESDAY

SYMPHONY BY THE SEA FOR STUDENTS

23     |     THURSDAY

THE CRAFT CONNECTION {FREE} 

BOUNCE’N BEETHOVENS EVENING EDITION 
{FREE} 

24     |     FRIDAY

25     |    SATURDAY 

EXPLORARTORIUM
{FREE} 

26     |    SUNDAY

27     |    MONDAY

EAT BETTER, MOVE MORE {FREE}

AMAZING CUBELETS: MINIROBOTS {FREE}

COMMUNITY CALENDAR DAY-BY-DAY

THERE’S MORE: WWW.TULSAKIDS.COM/STORYTIME
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A
s we continue our series
on the importance of
play, I want you to con-
sider the radical

changes going on in a toddler and
young child’s brain every day. It’s
literally a whole new world for
them, Aladdin on the wildest car-
pet ride imaginable.

While children used their
senses as babies (and even in the
womb), by the time they are 2
and 3 years old, they start putting
together all of that data – what
they see and hear and taste and
smell and feel – into larger frame-
works. They begin to recognize
and make sense of patterns.
Memories start to encode and
last. Language – both hearing
and speaking – explodes.

And that’s why the tod-
dler/preschool stage is the sweet
spot of development for enriching
play.

How Play Gets Deep
Sometimes, play does not

get the respect it deserves be-
cause it is so… well, playful. But
when you recall that the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights
included “The Right to Play” (Ar-
ticle #24) as an unalienable right,
you start to realize how deadly
serious it is.

Why? One reason is that
play helps your children connect
everything they are learning and

rehearse that knowledge and in-
sight. For example, putting a
baby doll to sleep is not just put-
ting a baby doll to sleep – it’s al-
lowing children to think about the
general concepts of caring and
nurturing as well as the specific
facts of how to use a pillow and
blanket.

5 Tips for Playing With Your
Toddler and Pre-Schooler

Engaging in play with tod-
dlers and preschoolers is one of
the great joys of parenthood. Kids
this age are delightful to be with
as they explore new ideas and ex-
periences. Here are some sugges-
tions to make playtime even more
enriching and fun:

1. Pretend… everything!
Are you going to the grocery
store later? Play grocery store. It

may be the thick of winter, but
you can pretend swimming in a
pool or on a beach. Even driving
around town to run errands can
be a rich source of pretend –
preschoolers love to be drivers of
imaginary cars because it makes
them feel powerful and act like
the grown-ups in their lives. If
you’re having difficulty thinking
of pretend scenarios, look no fur-
ther than your child’s favorite pic-
ture books.

2. In, Out, Up, Down, Under.
The “preposition game” is a fun
one to play when children start to
understand the concepts of “in,”
“out,” “up,” “down,” “under,”
and “over.” Give them a stuffed
animal and a direction: “Put
Paddington under the pillow!” or
“What happens when Padding-
ton goes in the box? Show me!”

3. I Spy. Don’t forget the
classics! “I spy with my little
eye… something blue!” The
beauty of this game is that you
can play it in situations where
you are waiting – in a doctor’s of-
fice, at the airport, standing in
line at the post office. If you’re
home and are less constrained,
you can create an “I Spy” poster
or display together: cut out pic-
tures from magazines and glue
onto a blank page.

4. Use “True” Toys. Toys
with batteries, lights and flashy

BY LAURA RAPHAEL, CHILDREN’S SERVICES COORDINATOR, TULSA CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY

books

a whole new world:
5 tips for playing with

your toddler

ENGAGING IN PLAY WITH TODDLERS AND PRESCHOOLERS IS ONE OF THE
GREAT JOYS OF PARENTHOOD. KIDS THIS AGE ARE DELIGHTFUL TO BE WITH AS

THEY EXPLORE NEW IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES.

continued next page
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parts may seem better than an
empty Kleenex box and a wash-
cloth, but research shows that the
simpler the toy, the richer the
play. “True” toys like balls,
scarves, simple trucks and dolls
are more likely to engage the
imagination by allowing children
to think beyond what they see
and create a new reality – rather
than follow the prescribed narra-
tive of a Saturday-morning-TV
toy.

5. Watch, Comment and
Ask. More than anything, your at-
tention is what matters the most
when you and your child sit
down to play together. Watch
your child carefully and make
comments about what he or she
is doing. And then don’t be afraid
to ask questions and share sug-
gestions! “I noticed that all of the
foods in this bowl are yellow. Do
yellow foods taste different from
blue ones?”

Bonus Tip: Play with
Books!

If you’re all out of ideas
about what to play – think books!

For example, a game of “Don’t
Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!”
(you or your child can take turns
being Pigeon) can be just the
thing to make a toddler laugh un-
controllably, not to mention learn
about self-control and disappoint-
ment.

Above all, remember that
playing is an important part of
how your child is learning to navi-
gate the magical, rich, wide-open
world… with your help.

1-WEEK SEESIONS:
PAINTING
DRAWING
PHOTOGRAPHY
FILM / VIDEO
PRINTMAKING
SCULPTURE
FASHION / SEWING
GLASS ART JUNE & JULY 2017 | BRADY ARTS DISTRICT | GRADES 6-8

APPLY ONLINE:  
AHHATULSA.ORG

918.584.3333

Discover the
Difference

Hunters • Jumpers • Equitation

River Run Farm
www.riverrunfarmok.com

9300 S. 51st West Ave.

918-855-5032

Riding Lessons
Showing
Boarding
Parties

Now Enrolling
Summer Camps


