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For over 200 years in America, libraries have served
as an oasis to the public, opening up new worlds

of information to those that otherwise might not
be able to access it. Shelf by shelf, book by book,
individuals come to glimpse future possibilities for
themselves that maybe weren't there before.

Tulsa’s own Central Library recently utilized a $55
million renovation to revitalize a city icon and
establish state-of-the-art technological resources to
push the forefronts of imagination building that, for
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needs using industry-standard software. The Audio
Lab has a small collection of musical instruments
that you can use, or you can even bring in your
own equipment to perform. All resources within
the Maker Space are free of charge and available to
anyone who holds a current library card.”

And if you are needing a place to accommodate
alarge number of people for a meeting or brain-
storming session, Central Library has also built an
area called the Future Lab — a space designed to
not only host many people but also work with the
group discussion to see ideas realized.

“The Future Lab is part of the Pocahontas
Greadington Learning and Creativity Center,
located on the lower level,” she says. “It's an
innovative space designed for conversation,
collaboration, and creation. Features include easily
movable furniture for customized configurations,
an integrated audio/visual system and a green
room for performers. It is also ideal for small stage
performances, lectures and team meetings. The
Future Lab features writable surfaces and walls that
can be opened for a large space, or closed to create
multiple smaller spaces.”

In addition to being an advanced, dynamic place
to gather as a group, Central also has unique
resources available to build the individual
imagination as well — like flight simulators, for
example. These flight simulators are not the kind
you might find in an arcade; quite the opposite,
they run a professional-grade software program
called XPLANE 10 and are meant to encourage
those that might be considering a career path i
aviation or engineerin
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shelves but in bins that are at a child’s height and
allow for flipping through and looking at covers
rather than book spines. The furniture includes
gem-shaped, brightly colored seats that children
can move and climb on, and seating large enough
for parents to sit with a child while sharing a book.”
Johnson says.

Another one of Central Library’s areas that both
children and adults can enjoy together is the A.R. &
Marylouise Tandy Foundation Children’s Garden.
This enclosed, courtyard-like space features a
jumbo screen that provides a vivid and clear

picture, even in bright sunlight. ‘

“We have a few winter movie programs scheduled
for families to bundle up, drink warm coffee or
hot chocolate, and enjoy a movie;” states Johnson.
“Spring will bring several programs to the
Children’s Garden, including more movie events,
yoga in the garden, outdoor story-times with
bubbles and tricycles, art activities that coincide
with the First Friday events, as well as regular
active outdoor games and science experiments
for children”

As if all of this weren't enough to spark up creative
energy in the Tulsa community, the new Central
Library has also added The American Electric
Power Foundation Digital Literacy Lab. The Digital
Literacy Lab is a hub of imagination-honing tools
in the form of various equipment and software,
both technical and creative. Here, library patrons
can access iMac computers to create digital art

on programs like Adobe Creative Suite, as well
as utilize digitalization tools for converting old
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Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday: 1-5 p.m.





