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Jennifer McQuade recalls her greatest
 influence and mentor
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There usually is an influential person in
 someone’s childhood who sets in motion
 what they’ll do in their life as an adult.

Sometimes it’s a parent, aunt or uncle,
 teacher, neighbor or close friend. For Owasso
 Library Branch Manager Jennifer McQuade,
 it was a librarian.

“My favorite author is Stephen King,
 introduced to me when I begged the
 librarian for more scary books. She
 introduced me to the master of horror, to my
 great delight,” Jennifer said.

Though she spent a lot of time moving
 around as a child, she and her mother always
 spent time at the local library.

“I remember reading every book I could find
 on Greek mythology and all the Little House
 on the Prairie books,” she said.

When she was in middle school she became a
 latchkey child and didn’t enjoy being home
 alone, so she found refuge at the Nathan
 Hale Library in Tulsa.

“I used to spend all afternoon at that library,
 where I felt safe and the librarians were kind
 to me,” Jennifer said.

She felt she had come full circle when she

129
Recommend

50% off Custom Vapors

$30 worth of products for $15!

Previous 
 Next


Buy this
 photo

http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/L38/1027827830/Top/BHMedia/tul_HobbyLobby_2015_07_15a/HobbyLobby_July_728x90.jpg/78732f65684655426a54634142685141?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/L38/665160680/Right1/BHMedia/tul_KeystoneChevrolet_2015_07_10b/Keystone-300x600-JuLY.jpg/78732f65684655426a54634142685141?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/welcome/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/
http://www.facebook.com/OwassoReporter/
http://twitter.com/OwassoReporter
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/newsletter
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/site/contactus.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/site/advertise.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/owasso-reporter---manage-your-subscription/article_95b5eb24-24cb-11e5-bc37-4f715fde5a7c.html
https://tulsaworld-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/communities/owasso/forms/owasso_reporter__subscription/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/101/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/jfanch-208
javascript:tncms_logout();
https://tulsaworld-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/admin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/sports/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/sports/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/schools/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/schools/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/entertainment/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/entertainment/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/obituaries/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/obituaries/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/eedition/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/eedition/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/photovideo/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/photovideo/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/displayads/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/displayads/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/'));
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/'));
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/extras/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/extras/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=story
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=story
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=image
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=image
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=image
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=print
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
mailto:haylie.smart@owassoreporter.com
javascript:void(0)
http://w.nmb.ly/15y6ar
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
http://w.nmb.ly/15y6ar
javascript:void()
javascript:void()
javascript:void()
javascript:void()
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/L38/1984807789/BottomLeft/BHMedia/tul_HenrichDental_2015_07_15/300x250_HenrichDental_TS_070815.gif/78732f65684655426a54634142685141?x
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html?mode=image&photo=1
http://tulsaworld.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?image=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c37d6e.image.jpg?resize=658%2C760&notes=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c3c7d3.~townnews~.jpg
http://tulsaworld.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?image=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c37d6e.image.jpg?resize=658%2C760&notes=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c3c7d3.~townnews~.jpg
http://tulsaworld.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?image=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c37d6e.image.jpg?resize=658%2C760&notes=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c3c7d3.~townnews~.jpg
http://tulsaworld.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?image=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c37d6e.image.jpg?resize=658%2C760&notes=http://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/5a/25a31bb8-24e9-11e5-9342-27594a0a9afc/559c3a7c3c7d3.~townnews~.jpg


Jennifer McQuade recalls her greatest influence and mentor - Tulsa World: News

http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/jennifer-mcquade-recalls-her-greatest-influence-and-mentor/article_c9d0925c-2646-11e5-a7e7-d7e02e5d68dd.html[7/15/2015 11:02:32 AM]

WED

97°

75°

THU

97°

77°

FRI

98°

78°

SAT

98°

79°

SUN

100°

76°

MON

93°

75°

TUE

95°

75°

Currently in Owasso

90° FSunny
Winds: S 6mph

HI: 96°
LO: 78°

Map data ©2015 Google Terms of Use

 Submit Your News And Photos!

Report A Correction


Report a correction to editors when you see
 inaccurate content.

Fill out our online form.

0

 Discuss Print

Similar Stories
Apartment complex site plan filed

Meet Your Local Teacher: Milton Denny

Blizzard brewing: New Dairy Queen opens in Owasso

20 Questions with Christian Favalora

Owasson Reese Mishler plays major role in The

Most Read
Tulsa native, Miss Oklahoma USA Olivia Jordan wins

 Miss USA pageant

McClure Elementary School's 'faculty restart' flopped,
 educators say

President Obama heading to Oklahoma next week

 earned her master’s degree in Library
 Science and accepted a job with Tulsa City-

County Library System.

“Though she probably didn’t realize it, that librarian at Nathan Hale Library changed my life
 by planting the seed of my future career choice,” she said.

Jennifer is approaching her 1-year anniversary in August as Owasso Branch Manager after
 replacing longtime manager Barbara Barnes. That transition has brought many changes in
 the library.

“One of my challenges began immediately. When I became manager it caused a domino
 effect as everyone was promoted to new positions. I began interviewing and hiring within
 the first week,” Jennifer said.

In her first year she has learned to write a business plan, how to give performance reviews
 and how to promote the library to the community. She credits much of her knowledge to the
 leadership class the Owasso Chamber of Commerce offers.

Although it’s been a whirlwind of changes, her most memorable moment was the library’s
 Touch-A-Truck event back in April.

“Hundreds of people came out to our event and it was so much fun. We are hoping to have
 this event every year,” she said.

In her role as manager, Jennifer said she feels she has become a better listener, and focusing
 on a person’s strengths and staying positive are important to staff morale.

Her latest challenge is on the horizon, which is to incorporate more technology into the
 library.

The library will be closed Aug. 22-29, for a small renovation project.

The big circulation desk at the front of the library will be removed and small individual
 service stations will be placed throughout the library.

“New self-checks will be installed where customers can check their items in and out, pay
 fines and renew items,” Jennifer said.

Customers also will be happy to know a drive-thru book drop-off container will be installed
 outside for convenient returns.

“These changes benefit library customers because we will be changing our focus from tasks
 such as checking items in and out to helping customers find what they need,” she said.

The library is located at 103 W. Broadway St.
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