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Synagogue packed to hear Eva
 Unterman's Holocaust survival story

Unterman tells about her time in the German concentration camps.

 Posted: Saturday, April 18, 2015 12:00 am

By BILL SHERMAN World Religion Writer |
 0 comments

Read an interview with Eva Unterman

Pausing several times to compose herself,
 Holocaust survivor Eva Unterman told in
 great detail Thursday night the horrors and
 suffering she and her family endured in Nazi
 ghettos and concentration camps during
 World War II.

And she told about the love, sacrifice and
 resourcefulness of her parents and others
 that enabled them to survive.

Some 1,000 people crowded into B’nai
 Emunah Synagogue, many of them sitting in
 aisles or standing in the back, for Tulsa’s
 18th annual Yom Hashoah Interfaith
 Holocaust Commemoration, an event
 Unterman founded and organized but had
 never addressed as the keynote speaker.

It was a story she has told many times before,
 but this time, she said, she included details
 she had never told publicly.

Unterman was 7 in 1940 when she and her
 parents and grandmothers were herded into
 a Nazi-run ghetto in their home town of
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Eva Unterman addresses the audience
 Thursday at the Yom Hashoah Interfaith
 Holocaust Commemoration at B'nai Emunah
 Synagogue. BILL SHERMAN/Tulsa World
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 Lodz, Poland. They were liberated from a
 concentration camp by Russian troops on
 May 18, 1945, the last day of the war in
 Europe, after five cruel years of starvation,
 deprivation and humiliation.

Unterman said that for most of her life, all she knew of her story was what she remembered.

Among those memories was being too sick at one camp to stand up for roll call, propped up
 between her mother and another woman who both knew if she collapsed, she would be
 killed.

And later at the same camp, feeling the steel grip of her mother’s hand on her arm, warning
 her to be silent, as her grandmother volunteered to mend socks for two young SS officers in
 exchange for bread.

The men took her grandmother out and shot her for entertainment.

“One of them came back laughing. I can still hear that laugh,” she said.

“To this day I’m convinced she did it because she wanted to give the bread to me.”

Unterman said she began to piece together her story on a trip to Dresden, Germany, in 2002.

There she met other survivors who had worked with her at a Dresden munitions factory and
 found copies of documents that included her name and her parents’ names. More trips to
 Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic, and time with researchers at the Yad Vashem, the
 Holocaust museum in Jerusalem, filled in the details.

When she finished talking, the audience stood for an extended ovation.

Rabbi Dan Kaiman of B’nai Emunah said the Shoah (Holocaust) was an “implicit and
 explicit” part of the discussion throughout his life. He said he was there to honor his
 grandfather, soon to be 90, who survived the Holocaust and lost many family members.

Rabbi Marc Fitzerman of B’nai Emunah led a candle-lighting ceremony in memory of the
 murdered children of Lodz. Among the candle lighters were Unterman and two of her
 grandchildren, Phoebe Unterman and Sophie Unterman.

Unterman lit a candle in memory of Dawid Sierakowiak, who died of starvation and disease
 on Aug. 8, 1943, a young man she remembers as her Hebrew tutor in the ghetto.

Tulsa’s Yom Hashoah Interfaith Holocaust Commemoration is sponsored by the Tulsa
 Council for Holocaust Education and the Tulsa City-County Library.

Bill Sherman 918-581-8398

bill.sherman@tulsaworld.com
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