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high honor: finalist for national award

Central Library renovation progresses
 as crews remove sign

 Posted: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 12:00 am | Updated: 12:36 pm, Wed Feb 25, 2015.

By COREY JONES World Staff Writer | 0 comments

On the day the last Central Library sign came
 down in a multimillion-dollar renovation
 project, the Tulsa City-County Library was
 named a finalist for the nation’s highest
 honor bestowed upon libraries for service to
 communities.

The 2,000-pound, 20-foot-long sign — with
 “Central Library” in yellow letters on a blue
 curved background — was removed by a
 crane from the arches on the southeast
 corner of the building during a media event
 Tuesday at Fifth Street and Denver Avenue.

Before the ceremonial demolition, Tulsa City-
County Library CEO Gary Shaffer offered an
 update on the progress of the $50 million
 Central Library project.

The Tulsa Library Trust has exceeded efforts
 to raise roughly half of the project’s funds
 from private donations by collecting more
 than $30 million, Shaffer said.

The work remains on schedule, he said, with
 an opening in summer 2016 anticipated.

From a construction standpoint, Shaffer said
 the demolition work is nearly finished. The
 installation of plumbing, heating, ventilation
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How to donate
People can contribute to the the public
 fundraising campaign in a variety of ways.

Visit the library's gift shop at
 tulsalibrary.org/giftshop and purchase
 "Libraries Change Lives" items or shop for
 items through the Amazon.com link and a
 portion of the proceeds will go to the project.

Go to any Tulsa City-County Library and

Construction workers take down the Central
 Library sign Tuesday in downtown Tulsa.
 Much of the demolition work on the $50
 million renovation has been completed,
 officials say. JAMES GIBBARD/Tulsa World
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 and cooling equipment, electrical systems
 and interior wall framing is underway.

Shaffer also used the event to draw attention
 to the Institute of Museum and Library
 Services’ announcement that the Tulsa
 system is among 30 finalists for the 2015
 National Medal for Museum and Library
 Service. For 21 years, the award has
 recognized libraries and museums that
 demonstrate extraordinary and innovative
 approaches to public service.

“To me it signifies we have one of the best
 library systems in the nation,” Shaffer said,
 adding that he doesn’t believe the rebuilding
 project played a role in earning the honor.

The Tulsa City-County Library Commission
 is contributing $15 million to the renovation,
 while an additional $10 million comes from
 Improve Our Tulsa funds approved by city
 voters in November 2013.

Shaffer said the project has received $5
 million of the Improve Our Tulsa funds, and

 the balance of the city’s promised monies will be dispersed when the upcoming fiscal year
 begins in July.

However, Shaffer said donations are still being sought because project costs — already above
 initial projections of $48 million — could increase.

He also noted that the fundraising is an opportunity for people to have a hand in the project
 and get their names put on a special donor wall at the Central Library.

As for the national recognition, Shaffer called it an “amazing achievement” to be among the
 “best of the best.” More than 150 institutions were nominated, and other finalists include
 special and research libraries, a zoo, science museums and botanical gardens. The winners
 will be named in early April.

“Museums and libraries are the lifeblood of our communities, serving as trusted providers of
 critical resources, educational training, skills development, and civic and cultural
 enrichment,” said Maura Marx, acting director of the libraries and museums institute, in a
 statement. “We salute Tulsa City-County Library for exemplary leadership in promoting
 lifelong learning while engaging and inspiring the public.”

Shaffer said the award nomination, forwarded by a library commissioner, is a first for the
 Tulsa system.

The Central Library revamp will include a STEM (science, technology, engineering and
 math) learning center, an education center, maker spaces, an Oklahoma history room, an
 auditorium and a children’s garden. The facility also will be more spacious.

A new four-level, 133-stall parking garage will be constructed to accommodate the
 anticipated increase in library users.

An emphasis will be placed on having a “great deal” of e-books available online as well,
 Shaffer said.
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 purchase a "Libraries Change Lives" gel
 bracelet for $1 or a vanity license plate for
 $10.

For more information and other ways to
 support the project, contact Janis Updike
 Walker, Tulsa Library Trust executive
 director, at 918-398-6644 or
 jwalker@tulsalibrarytrust.org.
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