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CORRECTION: The hall of fame ceremony
 date was originally incorrect in the following
 story. The story has been updated.

Patchett

People & Places: Library Hall of Fame

The effort to record and preserve the
 Cherokee language digitally has earned the
 Cherokee Nation a place in the Tulsa City-
County Library Hall of Fame.

The induction into the hall of fame will be
 part of a ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
 Dec. 6, at Hardesty Regional Library, 8316 E.
 93rd St. The ceremony will be part of a
 public presentation by writer Ann Patchett,
 this year’s winner of the Peggy V. Helmerich
 Distinguished Author Award.

Patchett, author of the best-selling novels
 “Bel Canto” and “State of Wonder,” will
 receive the Helmerich Award — an engraved
 crystal book and a $40,000 cash prize — at a
 formal dinner Friday at the Librarium, 1110
 S. Denver Ave.

The Library Hall of Fame annually honors an individual or organization that demonstrates
 leadership and exemplary contributions of time, talent and energy toward improving the
 library and its resources.
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The Cherokee Nation and the Tulsa library have been working to record the Cherokee
 language using special computer software, developed by Mango Languages, that will allow
 library patrons to learn how to read, write and speak Cherokee.

The lessons are scheduled to become available in 2015.

“This recognition is a true honor for the tribe because it validates our mission of language
 and cultural preservation,” said Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker.
 “Protecting our unique language and syllabary ensures our heritage remains accessible to
 our citizens, which is critical to our long-term success as a tribe.

“A large part of our success in language conservation has been our willingness to embrace
 new technologies and partnerships that allow us to better preserve our Cherokee history and
 culture.”

“What’s most exciting about our partnership with the Tulsa City-County Library and Mango
 Languages is that ours is the first Native American language to be included in the software,”
 said Roy Boney Jr., manager of Cherokee language programs. “We hope to expand our
 materials in the program and provide users with as many resources as possible to develop
 their language skills.”

For more information on these events:

tulsalibrary.org

James D. Watts Jr. 918-581-8478

james.watts@tulsaworld.com
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