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Letter to the Editor: National Friends of the Library Week spotlights benefits of library volunteerism

By Sherry Leslie, Tulsa  Oct 21, 2018  

Buy NowCentral Library, Fourth Street and Denver Avenue, is among Tulsa's most peaceful places. Taken on Wednesday,
Aug. 23 2017. CORY YOUNG/Tulsa World

Recently 800 people gathered at Central Library to hear a noted author answer questions about his book

on the 1920s Osage Nation. It was the largest audience for such an event, and librarians were helped by

library volunteers to organize seating and a book-signing line.

Later that month, volunteers helped raise funds for adult literacy. Others volunteered to be trained as

tutors.

Volunteers worked to find local experts to present excellent book reviews for the Books Sandwiched In

series. They helped in the summer reading program, funded college scholarships to library staff and

assembled packages of free books for preschoolers.

This is happening not just here, but in libraries all over the country.

The American Library Association has set October 21-28 as National Friends of the Library Week to

recognize the work and generosity of volunteers.

Tulsa County is proud to have a Friends group; in fact, we have five. We began 61 years ago, growing

over the years in membership and programming as the county has grown in population and need for

services.

I send out a heartfelt salute to our Friends for all they do to aid librarians and library patrons to promote

reading, writing, computers, genealogy – the list is long.

We welcome you to consider joining the Friends. Tell your local librarian you want to volunteer.
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Get the Morning Read newsletter in your inbox each morning with the top
stories.

Your community will benefit and so will you. Every voice and hand helps.

Editor's Note: Sherry Leslie is the president of the Friends of the Tulsa City-County Libraries

Letters to the editor are encouraged. Send letters to letters@tulsaworld.com.
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